“STUBBORN RESISTANCE”
 NUMBERS 22: 21-41

Sermon Review

What was the Main Point of the Sermon from Sunday?



What part of the Sermon did you find to be the most beneficial?



SMALL GROUP LESSON
  
1. What would you do with a million dollars if you suddenly got that much money? 

2. What is something that you are being stubborn about right now?


Numbers 22:21-41 (NLT2) 
21  So the next morning Balaam got up, saddled his donkey, and started off with the Moabite officials. 22  But God was angry that Balaam was going, so he sent the angel of the LORD to stand in the road to block his way. As Balaam and two servants were riding along, 23  Balaam’s donkey saw the angel of the LORD standing in the road with a drawn sword in his hand. The donkey bolted off the road into a field, but Balaam beat it and turned it back onto the road. 24  Then the angel of the LORD stood at a place where the road narrowed between two vineyard walls. 25  When the donkey saw the angel of the LORD, it tried to squeeze by and crushed Balaam’s foot against the wall. So Balaam beat the donkey again. 26  Then the angel of the LORD moved farther down the road and stood in a place too narrow for the donkey to get by at all. 27  This time when the donkey saw the angel, it lay down under Balaam. In a fit of rage Balaam beat the animal again with his staff. 28  Then the LORD gave the donkey the ability to speak. “What have I done to you that deserves your beating me three times?” it asked Balaam. 29  “You have made me look like a fool!” Balaam shouted. “If I had a sword with me, I would kill you!” 30  “But I am the same donkey you have ridden all your life,” the donkey answered. “Have I ever done anything like this before?” “No,” Balaam admitted. 31  Then the LORD opened Balaam’s eyes, and he saw the angel of the LORD standing in the roadway with a drawn sword in his hand. Balaam bowed his head and fell face down on the ground before him. 
32  “Why did you beat your donkey those three times?” the angel of the LORD demanded. “Look, I have come to block your way because you are stubbornly resisting me. 33  Three times the donkey saw me and shied away; otherwise, I would certainly have killed you by now and spared the donkey.” 34  Then Balaam confessed to the angel of the LORD, “I have sinned. I didn’t realize you were standing in the road to block my way. I will return home if you are against my going.” 35  But the angel of the LORD told Balaam, “Go with these men, but say only what I tell you to say.” So Balaam went on with Balak’s officials. 36  When King Balak heard that Balaam was on the way, he went out to meet him at a Moabite town on the Arnon River at the farthest border of his land. 37  “Didn’t I send you an urgent invitation? Why didn’t you come right away?” Balak asked Balaam. “Didn’t you believe me when I said I would reward you richly?” 38  Balaam replied, “Look, now I have come, but I have no power to say whatever I want. I will speak only the message that God puts in my mouth.” 39  Then Balaam accompanied Balak to Kiriath-huzoth, 40  where the king sacrificed cattle and sheep. He sent portions of the meat to Balaam and the officials who were with him. 41  The next morning Balak took Balaam up to Bamoth-baal. From there he could see some of the people of Israel spread out below him. 

EXPLORE

1. What conflict did Balaam have with his donkey? (22:23-27)

 
2. What happened when the Lord opened Balaam’s eyes? (22:31) 


3. What did the angel of the Lord and Balaam talk about? (22:32-35) 


4. What did Balaam tell Balak about speaking for God? (22:37-38)


APPLY

1. How did Balaam’s desire for riches distract him from what God wanted him to do? 


2. In what ways do we make it hard for God to get our attention? 


3. What is something that you were stubborn about in the past but with age and wisdom came to realize that you should not have been stubborn about it?


4. What can we do to keep from being stubborn about the wrong things (or non-essential things)?


5. What does this passage tell us about obeying God? 


6. What can you do this week to keep from being distracted from God?


Additional Thoughts:
