“THEY CHOSE THIS!”
 ISAIAH 66:1-6

Sermon Review

What was the Main Point of the Sermon from Sunday?


What part of the Sermon did you find to be the most beneficial?



SMALL GROUP LESSON
  
1. When you think of a “humble” person, what positive images come to mind?  What if any negative images come to mind?


2. Why do people do things that they know are wrong and for which they will likely face punishment?



Isaiah 66:1–6 (NLT)
1This is what the LORD says: “Heaven is my throne, and the earth is my footstool. Could you build me a temple as good as that? Could you build me such a resting place? 
2My hands have made both heaven and earth; they and everything in them are mine. I, the LORD, have spoken! “I will bless those who have humble and contrite hearts, who tremble at my word. 
3But those who choose their own ways— delighting in their detestable sins— will not have their offerings accepted. When such people sacrifice a bull, it is no more acceptable than a human sacrifice. When they sacrifice a lamb, it’s as though they had sacrificed a dog! When they bring an offering of grain, they might as well offer the blood of a pig. When they burn frankincense, it’s as if they had blessed an idol. 
4I will send them great trouble— all the things they feared. For when I called, they did not answer. When I spoke, they did not listen. They deliberately sinned before my very eyes and chose to do what they know I despise.” 
5Hear this message from the LORD, all you who tremble at his words: “Your own people hate you and throw you out for being loyal to my name. ‘Let the LORD be honored!’ they scoff. ‘Be joyful in him!’ But they will be put to shame. 
6What is all the commotion in the city? What is that terrible noise from the Temple? It is the voice of the LORD taking vengeance against his enemies.


EXPLORE

1. Why is humankind presumptuous to think of building a house for God? (66:1–2)


2. What kind of person does God esteem? (66:2)


3. How does God view the sacrifices made by arrogant people who “have chosen their own ways”? (66:3)


4. What will happen to the person who chooses evil and ignores God’s voice? (66:4)


5. What does God have in store for those who exclude the humble worshiper? (66:5–6)


APPLY

1. How do the words of verse 1 humble you when you consider God’s infinite majesty and greatness?


2. Why is it vital to consider that God’s hand made everything we could ever give to him as a sacrifice or from which we could ever build a temple?


3. What kind of people does God “look favorably on” in verse 2? What does it mean to tremble at his word? Why do you think God so highly esteems such a person?


4. Why does God hate hypocritical “religiosity”?


5. Why should we be hesitant to exclude people from the church of God based on our own standards?


6. What is the inherent danger of doing what the Lord despises?


Additional Thoughts:
